VIRGO THE VIRGIN
Below Bootes thou seest the Virgin,
An ear of corn held sparkling in her hand.
Whether the daughter of Astrseus, who
First grouped the stars, they say, in days of old,
Or whencesoever,—peaceful may she roll.
ARATOS.
IN the astronomical records of every age and race extant we find references to the constellation of the Virgin, and there is every reason to believe that it was one of the first star groups to receive a name.
On the ancient maps, the Virgin is generally represented as a woman with wings, in a walking attitude. In her left hand she bears a head of wheat, or ear of corn, which is marked by the brilliant first magnitude star Spica.
Her lovely tresses glow with starry light, Stars ornament the bracelet on her hand; Her vest in ample fold glitters with stars; Beneath her snowy feet they shine, her eyes Lighten all glorious, with heavenly rays, But first the star which crowns the golden sheaf.
Brown gives us the following description of the constellation: "Virgo is the sign the sun enters in August and was depicted in the zodiac holding in her hands the emblems of the harvest. The identity of Ceres, the goddess of the harvest, with this star group is. quite evident. This figure of the fruitful Virgin was placed in the zodiac as emblematic of the harvest season because the sun is in those stars at that time. The word ' Virgo' originally implied not only a Virgin but any virtuous matron. By an astronomical
381r, "the Daughters of the Lesser Bier."
